
Bay City Wesleyan Church 
July 2, 2017 
==================================== 
Sunday Morning 07-02-2017 
Our Challenge for 2017 is to regularly ask Jesus, "Am I following you?" 
When was the last time you asked? 
http://bible.com/events/242407 
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Our theme for 2017 is Jesus’ invitation, “Follow me.” 
 
These two simple words will transform every person that accepts the 
challenge. I pray that in the next few months all of us in this church, 
as well as those who join us, will see Jesus more clearly, love him more 
dearly, and follow him more nearly. 
 
BIG FAITH believes God is who he claims to be and that he will do 
everything he has promised. 
 
BIG FAITH a BIG DEAL for Jesus because... 
 
Trust was devastated in the Garden. 
  + Dishonesty 
  + Distrust 
  + Disobedience 
 
God has been working to restore trust ever since. 
  + Truth  
  + Trust  
  + Transformation  
 
How does Jesus build BIG FAITH? 
The 5 things the Holy Spirit uses to grow BIG FAITH are: 
1.    Practical Teaching 
2.    Providential Relationships 
3.    Private Disciplines 
4.    Personal Ministry 
5.    Pivotal Circumstances 
 
Matthew 14:13-33 NIV 
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a 
solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the 
towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them 
and healed their sick.  As evening approached, the disciples came to him 
and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send 
the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some 
food.”  Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them 
something to eat.”  “We have here only five loaves of bread and two 
fish,” they answered.   “Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed 



the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then 
he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 
They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. The number of those who 
ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.  Immediately 
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he 
went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was 
there alone, and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, 
buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.  Shortly before 
dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw 
him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, 
and cried out in fear.  But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take 
courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”  “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, 
“tell me to come to you on the water.”   “Come,” he said. Then Peter got 
down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when 
he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, 
save me!”  Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of 
little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”  And when they climbed into 
the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped 
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
http://bible.com/111/mat.14.13-33.NIV 
 
Sermon in a Sentence: 
When he invites you to care for others, do what you know how to do and 
trust Jesus to do what only he can do. 
 
What should you do? 
[1] Listen for Jesus’ invitation 
[2] Give him your limited resources 
[3] Do what you can do 
[4] Trust Jesus to do what only he can do 
 
 


