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Our Challenge for 2017 is to regularly ask Jesus, "Am I following you?"
When was the last time you asked?

http://bible.com/events/207296
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Our theme for 2017 is Jesus’ invitation, “Follow me.”

These two simple words will transform every person that accepts the
challenge. 1 pray that in the next few months all of us in this church,
as well as those who join us, will see Jesus more clearly, love him more
dearly, and follow him more nearly.

Most of us begin the Christian journey because we have a problem we want
Jesus to solve.

Matthew 16:13-23 NIV

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some
say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or

one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I
am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was

not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And
I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. | will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then
he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on
the third day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but
merely human concerns.”

http://bible.com/111/mat.16.13-23_NIV

Mark 14:71-72 NIV

He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “l don’t know this
man you’re talking about.” Immediately the rooster crowed the second
time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the
rooster crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down
and wept.

http://bible.com/111/mrk.14.71-72 N1V



John 21:15 NIV

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, ‘“you know
that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
http://bible.com/111/jhn_21_15_NIV

Matthew 26:6-16 NIV

While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman came
to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured
on his head as he was reclining at the table. When the disciples saw
this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. “This perfume
could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”
Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She
has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with
you, but you will not always have me. When she poured this perfume on
my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. Truly 1 tell you, wherever
this gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also
be told, in memory of her.” Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas
Iscariot—went to the chief priests and asked, “What are you willing to
give me it 1 deliver him over to you?” So they counted out for him thirty
pieces of silver. From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand
him over.

http://bible.com/111/mat.26.6-16 NIV

John 12:4-6 NIV

But one of his disciples, Judas lIscariot, who was later to betray him,
objected, “Why wasn”t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor?
It was worth a year’s wages. ” He did not say this because he cared about
the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used
to help himself to what was put into it.
http://bible.com/111/jhn.12_.4-6_.N1V

Matthew 27:1-5 NIV

Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people
made their plans how to have Jesus executed. So they bound him, led him
away and handed him over to Pilate the governor. When Judas, who had
betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse
and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the
elders. “l have sinned,” he said, “for | have betrayed innocent blood.”
“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” So
Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and
hanged himself.

http://bible.com/111/mat.27._.1-5.N1V

Four Observations:

[1] God will allow you to make your own decisions.

[2] Your decisions have inescapable consequences but they are never
beyond forgiveness.

[3] You cannot force God to do your will or to rubber stamp your plans
with his blessing.

[4] You cannot frustrate God"s plans.

Sermon In a Sentence:



When you follow Jesus, you will end up wanting what he wants more than
you want what you want.

What do you do when you reach the point of choosing between what you want
and what Jesus wants?

Pray this prayer.
"Jesus, | want what you want more than 1 want what 1 want."

What if you cannot pray that pray honestly?

Pray this prayer.
"Jesus, | want to want what you want more than I want what I want."

Then allow Jesus to help you want what he wants.

Why?
Because no one loves you more than Jesus loves you.



