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First Sunday of Advent 2016
Declaring what we believe because it shapes our view of the future.
http://bible.com/events/133165
====================================

Lighting the First Candle of the Advent Wreath: WATCH!

Matthew 24:36-44 NLT
“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even 
the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows. “When the Son 
of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah’s day.  In those days before the
flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings right up to 
the time Noah entered his boat.  People didn’t realize what was going to happen
until the flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when 
the Son of Man comes. “Two men will be working together in the field; one will 
be taken, the other left.  Two women will be grinding flour at the mill; one 
will be taken, the other left. “So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t 
know what day your Lord is coming.  Understand this: If a homeowner knew 
exactly when a burglar was coming, he would keep watch and not permit his house
to be broken into.  You also must be ready all the time, for the Son of Man 
will come when least expected.

What words do you dread to hear?

Isaiah 2:1-5 NET
Here is the message about Judah and Jerusalem that was revealed to Isaiah son 
of Amoz. In the future the mountain of the Lord ’s temple will endure as the 
most important of mountains, and will be the most prominent of hills. All the 
nations will stream to it, many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up 
to the Lord ’s mountain, to the temple of the God of Jacob, so he can teach us 
his requirements, and we can follow his standards.” For Zion will be the center
for moral instruction; the Lord will issue edicts from Jerusalem. He will judge
disputes between nations; he will settle cases for many peoples. They will beat
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nations will
not take up the sword against other nations, and they will no longer train for 
war. O descendants of Jacob, come, let us walk in the Lord ’s guiding light.

Sermon in a Sentence:
Jesus comes to fill the world with peace one heart at a time.

New Way of Thinking:
We tend to associate negative consequences with the coming of an authority 
figure. But when Jesus comes he reconciles relationships and makes us feel 
secure.


