
Bay City Wesleyan Church
June 12, 2016
====================================
Sunday Morning 06-12-2106
Jesus’ presence gives us enough courage to step out into new experiences, challenges, and seasons of 
life.
http://bible.com/events/49725
====================================

Meet This Summer's Challenges with Courage
Life is full of new challenges. What new challenge are you facing right now? Yesterday's portion of 
courage is gone. Where will you find the courage to face your new challenge? 

Join us this summer as we uncover new sources of courage in the adventures of Joshua. He faced the 
challenge of turning wanderers into warriors, sojourners into soldiers, and travelers into trailblazers. 
Jesus helped him and he will help you. Starts today.

We are fearful of the unknown brought by the changes and challenges of life.

What's your biggest regret?

Biggest Regret Video
What's your biggest regret in life? If it's anything like these random New Yorkers, it has one very 
important word in it. Students from Strayer University set up a chalkboard on a sidewalk in New York 
City for one day.

Link to video:
https://youtu.be/R45HcYA8uRA

Joshua faced frightening changes and challenges, too.

40 years of wandering in the desert
40 years of waiting to claim his portion of the Promises Land
40 years of waiting for a rebellious generation to die
40 years of following the pillar of cloud and fire
40 years of doing as Moses instructed
40 years of learning to pray like Moses

Now Moses is dead.

Joshua 1:1-18 NLT
After the death of Moses the Lord ’s servant, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant. He
said, “Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the time has come for you to lead these people, the 
Israelites, across the Jordan River into the land I am giving them. I promise you what I promised 
Moses: ‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have given you— from the Negev wilderness in 
the south to the Lebanon mountains in the north, from the Euphrates River in the east to the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west, including all the land of the Hittites.’ No one will be able to stand 
against you as long as you live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or 
abandon you. “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to possess all 



the land I swore to their ancestors I would give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to 
obey all the instructions Moses gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the 
left. Then you will be successful in everything you do. Study this Book of Instruction continually. 
Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you 
prosper and succeed in all you do. This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid 
or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua then commanded the 
officers of Israel, “Go through the camp and tell the people to get their provisions ready. In three days 
you will cross the Jordan River and take possession of the land the Lord your God is giving you.” Then
Joshua called together the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. He told them, 
“Remember what Moses, the servant of the Lord , commanded you: ‘The Lord your God is giving you 
a place of rest. He has given you this land.’ Your wives, children, and livestock may remain here in the 
land Moses assigned to you on the east side of the Jordan River. But your strong warriors, fully armed, 
must lead the other tribes across the Jordan to help them conquer their territory. Stay with them until 
the Lord gives them rest, as he has given you rest, and until they, too, possess the land the Lord your 
God is giving them. Only then may you return and settle here on the east side of the Jordan River in the
land that Moses, the servant of the Lord , assigned to you.” They answered Joshua, “We will do 
whatever you command us, and we will go wherever you send us. We will obey you just as we obeyed 
Moses. And may the Lord your God be with you as he was with Moses. Anyone who rebels against 
your orders and does not obey your words and everything you command will be put to death. So be 
strong and courageous!”

Joshua heard some promises to go with his challenge.

The Lord gave Joshua:
1 promise (I will be with you) repeated 4 times
1 command (Be strong and courageous) repeated 3 times
3 conditions (Memorize, meditate on and obey the Law of Moses)
We can summarize Joshua’s conversation with the Lord like this. “I will be with you, so be strong and 
courageous, as you obey my instructions from the Bible.”

Jesus helped Joshua and Jesus will help you too.

Joshua was not alone as he faced the challenge of leading in Moses’ place – Jesus was with him and so 
were His people.

Sermon in a Sentence:
There's no need to fear with Jesus near.

FIRST STEPS: 
1.Spend time with Jesus every day by studying the Bible and praying.
2.Expect to experience Jesus’ presence as well as the support of His people.
3.Surrender your desire for comfort, security and control to Jesus.

What is the result of putting Jesus Christ first in your life and being fully surrendered to whatever he 
wants? Strength, courage, peace, power, wisdom, purpose, meaning, and joy.


